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Des Kime was a founder member of the British 
Myriapod Group in 1970 and he is still actively 
involved with its successor, BMIG. This brief 
“appreciation” celebrates Des’ 80th birthday in 
April 2012 and the contribution he has made to 
myriapod studies in Britain and continental 
Europe. With the full agreement of his family, 
Des chose to spend this notable birthday at the 
BMIG Spring Meeting at Wentworth Castle near 
Barnsley – a true sign of his dedication to 
myriapodology!  Fortunately, BMIG provided 
birthday cake (see image, left) and a (faltering) 
round of “Happy Birthday”. 
 
Born and brought-up in Lincolnshire, Des’ 
interest in natural history was fostered by his 
grandfather and he went on to study zoology at 
the University of Durham, where his post-
graduate research on hole nesting birds included 
work on fleas (Kime, 1962). Since 1968 his main 
research interest has been in soil fauna, 
especially millipedes. With a postgraduate 
Diploma in Education, he went on to teach 
Biology, Botany and Zoology at the Royal 
Grammar School in Guildford, where he was 
joined by fellow teacher Tony Barber in 1964. 
That led to a division of labour in myriapod 

fieldwork, with Tony covering the centipedes and Des the millipedes, for recording in grid squares 
rather than the then traditional vice-counties.  
 
In April 1970, Des and Tony joined 10 other myriapodologists at a field meeting in North Devon, at 
which the British Myriapod Group was formed (Anon, 1972). The British Myriapod Survey was 
launched in 1971 by Colin Fairhurst and Tony Barber. 
 
In 1974 Des was appointed to the European School in Brussels, which gave him the opportunity to 
widen his interests in the ecology and distribution of millipedes in Europe. His work on millipedes 
was usually confined to his spare time and school holidays, but through active links with museums and 
university departments, mainly in Belgium and France, Des has been able to collaborate widely, as his 
publications demonstrate. Since his retirement in 1993, and subsequently going to live permanently in 
central France, these collaborations have increased and extended. With a natural gift for languages, 
Des has been in communication with almost every active myriapodologist in Europe. 
 
At the 4th International Congress of Myriapodology at Gargano, Italy in 1978, a decision was made to 
set up the European Myriapod Survey, modelled on the British Survey. Des was, and remains, the 
contact point for this project, which has never had any form of official financial support. In his paper 
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announcing the European Survey (Kime, 1985), some ambitious aspirations were expressed, but by 
then Des was mapping European distributions of millipedes, by hand, on paper maps. Remember, this 
was the dawn of computerised information technology in biogeography. I remember seeing piles of 
“work in progress” maps in Des’ study at the top of the house in Linkebeek that he and Kathleen 
occupied for many years. On each visit, the amount of information had increased and tantalizing 
distributions were beginning to emerge. Although, interim maps for 50 species were published (Kime, 
1990), the difficulties of getting the data from original hand-plotted maps into a form suitable for 
publication has delayed the project, but it has allowed Des more time to collate records.  
 
Des worked with Henrik Enghoff on the Fauna Europaea project to collate the European list of 
Diplopoda (Enghoff & Kime, 2004). This led to their further collaboration on the European Atlas, the 
first volume of which (Kime & Enghoff, 2011) covers 492 species. The subsequent two volumes will 
cover more than 1000 further species (and the list keeps growing). The Atlas is a magnificent tribute to 
all concerned, not least to the perseverance of Des Kime in collating records for more than 25 years 
(and to Kathleen for putting up with it!).  
 
Always affable and ready with an anecdote, Des is excellent and generous company at any time. He 
has taken part in BMIG excursions to under-recorded parts of Europe – Hungary (Korsos, 2006) and 
more recently twice to northern Spain and Portugal. His enthusiasm in truly inspirational, as he 
demonstrated at the recent BMIG meeting with news: of his forthcoming atlas of the millipedes of 
France, of progress with Volume 2 of the European Atlas, and of prospects for further surveys in 
Spain. I have had the pleasure of his company at many European Invertebrate Survey and Council of 
Europe meetings and conferences at various locations on the continent. Des has an unerring eye (and 
nose) for good food and appropriate alcoholic refreshment. Only once have we been unlucky, in a 
remote village in Finland where we shared execrable pizzas (the only food available after 6pm) in a 
gloomy bar full of morose-looking foresters. 
 
 
REFERENCES 
 
Anon. (1972) British Myriapod Group: inauguration, field meetings and news. Bulletin of the British 

Myriapod Group. 1: 1-4. 

Kime, R.D. (1962) A study of two bird fleas, Ceratophyllus gallinae (Schrank) and Dasypsyllus 
gallinulae (Dale), in the nests of hole-nesting birds.  The Entomologist's Monthly Magazine, 
98 (1174-1176): 54-59.  

 

R. D. KIME – MYRIAPOD BIBLIOGRAPHY (LISTED CHRONOLOGICALLY) 
 
Kime, R.D. (1968) A rare millipede Entothalassinum italicum (Latzel) in Surrey. Entomologist’s 

Monthly Magazine, 104: 95. 

Barber, A.D. & Kime, R.D. (1971) Chilopoda and Diplopoda from Guernsey and Herm (Channel 
Islands) Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine, 106: 223. 

Barber, A.D. & Kime, R.D. (1974)  Some records of Chilopoda and Diplopoda from South Wales.  
Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine, 109:167. 

Kime, R.D. (1978) The Distribution of Millipedes in the South of England – A Preliminary Survey.  
In: Kraus, O. (ed.) Myriapoda – III Internationaler Kongress für Myriapodologie, Hamburg, 
1975. Abhandiungen und Verhandlungen des Naturwissenschaftlichen Vereins in Hamburg, 
21/22: 135-147. 

Kime, R.D. & Wauthy, G. (1984) Aspects of relationships between millipedes, soil texture and 
temperature in deciduous forests. Pedobiologia, 26: 387-402. 



Bulletin of the British Myriapod & Isopod Group                                                                      Volume 26 (2012) 

 

 4

Kime, R.D. (1985) The European Myriapod Survey. Bulletin of the British Myriapod Group. 2, 39-41. 

Kime, R.D., Lewis, J.E.G. & Lewis, S.J. (1987) Centipedes and millipedes collected in Normandy, 
France. Bulletin of the British Myriapod Group, 4: 30-35.  

Lewis, J.E.G. & Kime, R.D. (1988) Centipedes and millipedes from Finistère, France. Bulletin of the 
British Myriapod Group, 5: 6-8.  

Kime, R.D. (1990a) A Provisional Atlas of European Myriapods, Part 1. Fauna Europaea 
Evertebrata, 1: 109pp. Luxembourg: European Invertebrate Survey. 

Kime, R.D. (1990b) Spatio-temporal distribution of European millipedes. In: Minelli, A. (ed.) 
Proceedings of the 7th International Congress of Myriapodology, 367-80. Leiden: E. J. Brill. 

Kime, R.D. (1992) On the abundance of West-European millipedes (Diplopoda) Proceedings of the 
8th International Congress of Myriapodology. Veroffent-lichungen der Universitat Innsbruck, 
Suppl. 10: 393-399.  

Kime, R.D., Wauthy, G., Delecour, F., & Dufrene, M. (1992) Distribution spatiale et preferences 
ecologique chez les Diplopodes du sol. Memoires de la Societe Royale Entomologie de 
Belgique, 36: 661-670. 

Kime R.D. (1994) Millipedes (Diplopoda) found in and around hedges in Luxembourg. Bulletin de la 
Societe Naturelle de Luxembourg, 95, 349-357. 

Kime, R.D. (1995) Records of millipedes in central southern England. Bulletin of the British 
Myriapod Group, 11, 37-58.  

Kime, R.D. (1995) Diplopoda as bioindicator species. In: Valovirta, I., Harding, P.T. & Kime, R.D. 
(eds) Threatened species and bioindicators at the pan-European level. Proceedings of the 9th 
International Colloquium of the European Invertebrate Survey, Helsinki, 1993. WWF Finland 
Report No 7. Helsinki: WWF Finland. 

Branquarte, E., Kime, R.D., Dufrene, M., Tavernier, J. & Wauthy, G. (1995) Macroarthropod habitat 
relationships in oak forests in South Belgium. 1. Environments and communities. 
Pedobiologia , 39: 243-263.  

Kime, R.D. (1996) - Millipedes recorded in the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. In: Geoffroy, J.-J., 
Mauries, J.-P. & Nguyen Duy-Jacqueimin, M.,(eds.) Acta Myriapodologica. Mémoires de la 
Muséum nationale d’histoire naturelle, 169: 257-263. 

Alderweireldt, M. & Kime R. D. (1997)  - A collection of Diplopoda (Myriapoda) from Houthulst 
Forest (western Flanders, Belgium) Bulletin & Annals de la Societe Royale Entomologie de 
Belgique, 133: 217-220.  

Kime, R.D. (1997a) Year-round pitfall trapping of millipedes in mainly open grassland in Belgium 
(Diplopoda) Entomologica Scandinavica, Supplement, 51: 263-268.  

Kime R.D. (1997b) Biodiversity and land use with regard to diplopods on some west-European sites. 
Proceedings of the 10th International EIS Colloquim, 1995, 75-82. Saarbrücken.  

Kime, R.D. (1999) The continental distribution of British and Irish millipedes, part 1. Bulletin of the 
British Myriapod Group, 15: 33-76.  

Mauries, J.-P. & Kime, R.D. (1999) Description, écologie et chorologie de trois espèces nouvelles de 
diplopodes (Myriapoda, Diplopoda) des zones périphériques du Massif central et du centre de 
la France. Zoosystema, 21(2): 367-378. 

Kime, R.D. (2000) Present knowledge of the distribution of European millipedes (Diplopoda) In: 
Wytwer, J. & Golovatch, S. (eds)  Progress in Studies on Myriapoda and Onycophora.  
Fragmenta faunistica,  43 (Suppl.): 281-294. 

Kime, R.D. & Golovatch, S.I. (2000) Trends in the ecological strategies and evolution of millipedes 
(Diplopoda) - Biological Journal of the Linnean Society London, 69: 333-349. 



Bulletin of the British Myriapod & Isopod Group                                                                      Volume 26 (2012) 

 

 5

Kime, R.D. (2001)  The continental distribution of British and Irish millipedes, part 2. Bulletin of the 
British Myriapod and Isopod Group, 17: 7-42. 

Kime, R.D. (2003) Some unpublished records of centipedes identified by Dr. E. H. Eason. Bulletin of 
the British Myriapod and Isopod Group, 19: 45-50.  

Enghoff, E. & Kime, R.D. (2004) Fauna Europaea: Diplopoda. – Fauna Europaea version 1.1, 
http://www.faunaeur.org [version 1.2: 2005] 

Kime, R.D. (2004) The Belgian millipede fauna (Diplopoda) Bulletin de l’Institut royal des Sciences 
Naturelles de Belgique, Entomologie, 74: 35-68. 

Pontègnie, M., Kime, R.D. & Lebrun, P. (2005) Quelques données biogéographiques intéressantes 
pour la faune belge de Myriapodes. Bulletin de la Société royale belge d’Entomologie, 141: 
29-33. 

Korsós, Z., Read, H.J., Barber, A.D., Gregory, S.J., Hornung, E., Jones, R.J., Kime, R.D., Lewis, 
J.G.E. & Selden, P.A. (2006) Report on a collecting trip of the British Myriapod Group to 
Hungary in 1994. Bulletin of the British Myriapod and Isopod Group, 21: 40-55.  

Kime, R.D. (2007.) Tausendfusser und Hundertfusser - mille-pattes et chilopodes - Myriapoda, 
Diplopoda et Chilopoda. In: Meyer, M. & Carrières, E. (eds.) Inventaire de la biodiversité 
dans la foret "Schnellert" (Commune de Berdorf) Erfassung der Biodiversität im Waldgebiet 
"Schnellert" (Gemeinde Berdorf)  Ferrantia, 50: 235-239. 

Golovatch, S.I. & Kime, R.D. (2009) Millipede (Diplopoda) distributions: A review.  Soil Organisms,  
81(3): 565-597. 

Kime, R.D. & Iorio, E. (2010) Centipedes and millipedes of Burgundy. Bulletin of the British 
Myriapod and Isopod Group, 24: 16-31.  

Kime, R.D. & Enghoff, E. (2011) Atlas of European Millipedes (Class Diplopoda),  Volume 1, Orders 
– Polyxenida, Glomerida, Platydesmida, Siphonocryptida, Polyzoniida, Callipodida, 
Polydesmida. Fauna Europaea Evertebrata, 3. Sofia-Moscow: Pensoft and Leiden: European 
Invertebrate Survey. 282pp. 


